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O Chonghui crafts historically-rooted yet timeless tales imagining core human experiences from a female
point of view. Since her debut in 1968, she has formed a powerful challenge to the patriarchal literary
establishment in Korea, and her work has invited rich comparisons with the achievements of Joyce Carol
Oates, Alice Munro, and Virginia Woolf.

These nine stories range from O Chonghui's first published work, in 1968, to one of her last publications, in
1994. Her early stories are compact, often chilling accounts of family dysfunction, reflecting the decline of
traditional, agrarian economics and the rise of urban, industrial living. Later stories are more expansive,
weaving eloquent, occasionally wistful reflections on lost love and tradition together with provocative
explorations of sexuality and gender. O Chonghui makes use of flashbacks, interior monologues, and stream-
of-consciousness in her narratives, developing themes of abandonment and loneliness in a carefully
cultivated, dispassionate tone.

O Chonghui's narrators stand in for the average individual, struggling to cope with emotional rootlessness
and a yearning for permanence in family and society. Arguably the first female Korean fiction writer to
follow Woolf's dictum to do away with the egoless, self-sacrificing "angel in the house," O Chonghui is a
crucial figure in the history of modern Korean literature, one of the most astute observers of Korean society
and the place of tradition within it.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this River of Fire and Other Stories (Weatherhead Books on Asia).

Jill Weber:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take River of Fire and Other Stories (Weatherhead Books on Asia) as the daily
resource information.

Erika Yoon:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this River of Fire and Other Stories
(Weatherhead Books on Asia) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism River
of Fire and Other Stories (Weatherhead Books on Asia) as good book not just by the cover but also by
content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Michael Aldrich:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This publication River of Fire and Other Stories (Weatherhead Books on Asia) was
filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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