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The gun-toting woman holds enormous symbolic significance in American culture. For over two centuries,
women who pick up guns have disrupted the popular association of guns and masculinity, spurring debates
about women's capabilities for violence as well as their capacity for full citizenship. In Her Best Shot, Laura
Browder examines the relationship between women and guns and the ways in which the figure of the armed
woman has served as a lightning rod for cultural issues.

Utilizing autobiographies, advertising, journalism, novels, and political tracts, among other sources, Browder
traces appearances of the armed woman across a chronological spectrum from the American Revolution to
the present and an ideological spectrum ranging from the Black Panthers to right-wing militias. Among the
colorful characters presented here are Deborah Sampson, who disguised herself as a man to fight in the
American Revolution; Pauline Cushman, who posed as a Confederate to spy for Union forces during the
Civil War; Wild West sure-shot Annie Oakley; African explorer Osa Johnson; 1930s gangsters Ma Barker
and Bonnie Parker; and Patty Hearst, the hostage-turned-revolutionary-turned-victim. With her entertaining
and provocative analysis, Browder demonstrates that armed women both challenge and reinforce the easy
equation that links guns, manhood, and American identity.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Payne:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Her Best Shot: Women and Guns in America will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Gay Swiderski:

The book Her Best Shot: Women and Guns in America can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Her
Best Shot: Women and Guns in America? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Her Best Shot: Women and Guns in America has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Lise Callicoat:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for all of us. The book Her Best Shot: Women and Guns in America was making you
to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The reserve Her Best Shot: Women and Guns in America is not only giving you much more new information
but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship with all the book Her Best Shot: Women and Guns in America. You never really
feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Jacki Warner:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Her Best Shot: Women and Guns in America why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.
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