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An actor treads the line between reality and fiction every time he plays a part, and for James Franco, that
exploration isn’t limited to the screen—he’s also a visual artist with several exhibitions under his belt as well
as the author of the widely praised story collection Palo Alto. In A California Childhood he plays with the
concept of memoir through personal snapshots, sketches, paintings, poems, and stories. “I was born in 1978
at Stanford Hospital and spent my first eighteen years in a single house at the end of a cul-de-sac in Palo
Alto,” Franco writes in his introduction. Steve Jobs’s daughter and the grandson of one of the Hewlett-
Packard founders may have both been in his graduating class, but just across the freeway from his home turf
lay East Palo Alto, which in 1992 had the highest murder rate per capita in the country. For Franco, the
terrain of his upbringing is fraught with the complication of a city divided. But within that diversity,
universal aspects of adolescence rise to the surface, and those are the subjects at the heart of Franco’s work.

Ultimately this is a portrait of a childhood brightened by California sunshine, but with trouble waiting in the
shadows. At turns funny, dark, and emotional, the journey of this book delivers an undeniable immediacy.
And at the end, the reader is left wondering just where the boundary lies between Franco’s art and his true
life.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

This book untitled A California Childhood to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly,
that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Robert Kuehner:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this A California Childhood, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Eric Beasley:

Beside this particular A California Childhood in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have A California Childhood because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen
if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from today!

Thomas Burke:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book A California Childhood to make your reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and examining
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the
book A California Childhood can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of their time.
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