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“Popular history of the finest sort . . . an excellent book worthy to rank with Barbara Tuchman’s The
Guns of August and Alan Moorehead’s Gallipoli.” —The New York Times

On June 28, 1914, in the dusty Balkan town of Sarajevo, an assassin fired two shots. In the next five minutes,
as the stout middle-aged Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Habsburg, heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, and
his wife bled to death, a dynasty—and with it, a whole way of life—began to topple.

In the ages before World War I, four dynasties—the Habsburg, Hohenzollern, Ottoman, and
Romanov—dominated much of civilization. Outwardly different, they were at bottom somewhat alike:
opulent, grandiose, suffocating in tradition, ostentatiously gilded on the surface and rotting at the core.
Worse still, they were tragically out of step with the forces shaping the modern world.

The Fall of the Dynasties covers the period from 1905 to 1922, when these four ruling houses crumbled and
fell, destroying old alliances and obliterating old boundaries. World War I was precipitated by their decay
and their splintered baroque rubble proved to be a treacherous base for the new nations that emerged from
the war. “All convulsions of the last half-century,” Taylor writes, “stem back to Sarajevo: the two World
Wars, the Bolshevik revolution, the rise and fall of Hitler, and the ongoing turmoil in the Middle East.
Millions upon millions of deaths can be traced to one or another of these upheavals; all of us who survive
have been scarred at least emotionally by them.”

In this classic volume, Taylor traces the origins of the dynasties whose collapse brought the old order
crashing down and the events leading to their astonishingly swift downfall.

Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers
interested in history--books about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK
assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient
Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York
Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes
overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

The Fall of the Dynasties: The Collapse of the Old Order: 1905-1922 can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Fall of the
Dynasties: The Collapse of the Old Order: 1905-1922 yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Emmanuel Young:

The book untitled The Fall of the Dynasties: The Collapse of the Old Order: 1905-1922 contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous
author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Adrian Rogers:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Fall of the Dynasties:
The Collapse of the Old Order: 1905-1922 which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.

Wayne Hankinson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Fall of the Dynasties: The Collapse of the
Old Order: 1905-1922 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
The Fall of the Dynasties: The Collapse of the Old Order: 1905-1922 has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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