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In December 1995, the FDA approved the release of protease inhibitors, the first effective treatment for
AIDS. For countless people, the drug offered a reprieve from what had been a death sentence; for others, it
was too late. In the United States alone, over 318,000 people had already died from AIDS-related
complications—among them the singer Michael Callen and the poet Essex Hemphill.

Meticulously researched and evocatively told, Hold Tight Gently is the celebrated historian Martin
Duberman’s poignant memorial to those lost to AIDS and to two of the great unsung heroes of the early
years of the epidemic.
Callen, a white gay Midwesterner who had moved to New York, became a leading figure in the movement to
increase awareness of AIDS in the face of willful and homophobic denial under the Reagan administration;
Hemphill, an African American gay man, contributed to the black gay and lesbian scene in Washington,
D.C., with poetry of searing intensity and introspection.

A profound exploration of the intersection of race, sexuality, class, identity, and the politics of AIDS
activism beyond ACT UP, Hold Tight Gently captures both a generation struggling to cope with the deadly
disease and the extraordinary refusal of two men to give in to despair.
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From reader reviews:

Kenisha Perkins:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the
Battlefield of AIDS book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer connected with Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and
the Battlefield of AIDS content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now
thinking Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS is not loveable to
be your top checklist reading book?

Gary Farrell:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of
AIDS as the daily resource information.

Nelson McNamee:

The book Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS will bring you to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen,
Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Josephine Widman:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of
AIDS it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but



this book features high quality.
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