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To be fat in a thin-obsessed gay culture can be difficult. Despite affectionate in-group monikers for big gay
men chubs, bears, cubs the anti-fat stigma that persists in American culture at large still haunts these
individuals who often exist at the margins of gay communities. In Fat Gay Men, Jason Whitesel delves into
the world of Girth & Mirth, a nationally known social club dedicated to big gay men, illuminating the ways
in which these men form identities and community in the face of adversity. In existence for over forty years,
the club has long been a refuge and 'safe space' for such men. Both a partial insider as a gay man and an
outsider to Girth & Mirth, Whitesel offers an insider's critique of the gay movement, questioning whether the
social consequences of the failure to be height-weight proportionate should be so extreme in the gay
community. This book documents performances at club events and examines how participants use allusion
and campy-queer behavior to reconfigure and reclaim their sullied body images, focusing on the numerous
tensions of marginalization and dignity that big gay men experience and how they negotiate these tensions
via their membership to a size-positive group. Based on ethnographic interviews and in-depth field notes
from more than 100 events at bar nights, cafe klatches, restaurants, potlucks, holiday bashes, pool parties,
movie nights, and weekend retreats, the book explores the woundedness that comes from being relegated to
an inferior position in gay hierarchies, and yet celebrates how some gay men can reposition the shame of fat
stigma through carnival, camp, and play. A compelling and rich narrative, Fat Gay Men provides a rare
glimpse into an unexplored dimension of weight and body image in American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Cartagena:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could
be taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Fat Gay Men: Girth, Mirth, and the Politics of Stigma
(Intersections) as the daily resource information.

Arlene Farmer:

Beside this Fat Gay Men: Girth, Mirth, and the Politics of Stigma (Intersections) in your phone, it may give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Fat Gay Men: Girth, Mirth, and the Politics of Stigma
(Intersections) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but
you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Ruth Lowry:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Fat Gay Men: Girth, Mirth, and the
Politics of Stigma (Intersections) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you
have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Fat
Gay Men: Girth, Mirth, and the Politics of Stigma (Intersections).

Richard Taylor:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Fat Gay Men: Girth, Mirth, and the Politics of Stigma
(Intersections) or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing
a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes Fat Gay Men: Girth, Mirth, and the Politics of Stigma (Intersections) to make your



spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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