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Amateur Craft provides an illuminating and historically-grounded account of amateur craft in the modern
era, from 19th century Sunday painters and amateur carpenters to present day railway modellers and
yarnbombers. Stephen Knott's fascinating study explores the curious and unexpected attributes of things
made outside standardised models of mass production, arguing that amateur craft practice is 'differential' – a
temporary moment of control over work that both departs from and informs our productive engagement with
the world.

Knott's discussion of the theoretical aspects of amateur craft practice is substantiated by historical case
studies that cluster around the period 1850–1950. Looking back to the emergence of the modern amateur, he
makes reference to contemporary art and design practice that harnesses or exploits amateur conditions of
making. From Andy Warhol to Simon Starling, such artistic interest elucidates the mercurial qualities of
amateur craft.

Invaluable for students and researchers in art and design, contemporary craft, material culture and social
history, Amateur Craft counters both the marginalisation and the glorification of amateur craft practice. It is
richly illustrated with 41 images, 14 in colour, including 19th century ephemera and works of contemporary
art.
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From reader reviews:

David Williams:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading
a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Amateur Craft:
History and Theory, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

William Pak:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long
to reading a guide. The book Amateur Craft: History and Theory it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from
the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

John Collins:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for
book like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Amateur Craft: History
and Theory that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when
it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you may pick Amateur Craft: History and Theory become your starter.

Clifford Harris:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Amateur Craft: History and
Theory is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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