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In this generously illustrated book, scholar and teacher Robert Farris Thompson gives us the definitive
account of cool--not cool the adjective--cool the aesthetic; the cool fundamental to the culture of the Black
Atlantic and expressed in ideals of balance and control; the cool of "creative matters, full of motion and
brilliance"; the cool of individual and social responsibility. Cool has ancient roots in Nigeria, is still evident
in "shared traits" of West African dance, and came to the Americas with slaves who wove it into a rich and
dynamic creole civilization. No one is better able to uncover and recount this extraordinary story of change
and survival than Thompson, a polymath with a gift for insights into the interconnectedness of cultures. He
shows us the cool's reinvention in terminologies galore; clothing, gesture, and body language; sports,
especially basketball; music and dance; religious practices; and art in various guises, yardshows and quilts,
paintings and gallery installations. Cool is "the mask of mind itself," Thompson concludes, the means for
attaining the calm and balance of transcendence when facing difficulty, whether playing bebop and/or
confronting racist brutality.

This book brings together all Thompson's writings on the cool, some hitherto unpublished, many in out-of-
print and hard-to-find publications.Together they form an incomparable record of encounters and
recognitions that began when the U.S. was still segregated and unwilling to acknowledge the existence, let
alone the powers, of Black Atlantic culture. Thompson has played a leading role in gaining recognition for
the Black Atlantic and making African American experiences into a subject of study at schools and
universities. Aesthetic of the Cool is one of his monumental achievements.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art
and Music is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Robert Heck:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music as the
daily resource information.

Judy Washburn:

Beside this specific Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Aesthetic of the Cool: Afro-Atlantic Art and Music because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also
read it from today!

Randi Adams:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Aesthetic of the Cool:
Afro-Atlantic Art and Music can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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