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In The Shamrock and the Cross: Irish American Novelists Shape American Catholicism, Eileen P. Sullivan
traces changes in nineteenth-century American Catholic culture through a study of Catholic popular
literature. Analyzing more than thirty novels spanning the period from the 1830s to the 1870s, Sullivan
elucidates the ways in which Irish immigration, which transformed the American Catholic population and its
institutions, also changed what it meant to be a Catholic in America. In the 1830s and 1840s, most Catholic
fiction was written by American-born converts from Protestant denominations; after 1850, most was written
by Irish immigrants or their children, who created characters and plots that mirrored immigrants’ lives. The
post-1850 novelists portrayed Catholics as a community of people bound together by shared ethnicity, ritual,
and loyalty to their priests rather than by shared theological or moral beliefs. Their novels focused on poor
and working-class characters; the reasons they left their homeland; how they fared in the American job
market; and where they stood on issues such as slavery, abolition, and women’s rights. In developing their
plots, these later novelists took positions on capitalism and on race and gender, providing the first alternative
to the reigning domestic ideal of women. Far more conscious of American anti-Catholicism than the earlier
Catholic novelists, they stressed the dangers of assimilation and the importance of separate institutions
supporting a separate culture. Given the influence of the Irish in church institutions, the type of Catholicism
they favored became the gold standard for all American Catholics, shaping their consciousness until well
into the next century.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owen:

The event that you get from The Shamrock and the Cross: Irish American Novelists Shape American
Catholicism will be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Shamrock and the
Cross: Irish American Novelists Shape American Catholicism giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this particular The Shamrock and the Cross: Irish American Novelists Shape
American Catholicism instantly.

Marietta Allred:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that
need more time to be go through. The Shamrock and the Cross: Irish American Novelists Shape American
Catholicism can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short free
time problems.

Brooke Fisher:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is The Shamrock and the Cross: Irish American Novelists Shape American Catholicism
this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it
is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this
book acceptable all of you.

Barbra Walker:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Shamrock and the Cross: Irish American Novelists
Shape American Catholicism can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you
have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know,



by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Shamrock and
the Cross: Irish American Novelists Shape American Catholicism.
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