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From Thomas Hobbes' fear of the power of laughter to the compulsory, packaged "fun" of the contemporary
mass media, Billig takes the reader on a stimulating tour of the strange world of humour. Both a significant
work of scholarship and a novel contribution to the understanding of the humourous, this is a seriously
engaging book' - David Inglis, University of Aberdeen

This delightful book tackles the prevailing assumption that laughter and humour are inherently good. In
developing a critique of humour the author proposes a social theory that places humour - in the form of
ridicule - as central to social life. Billig argues that all cultures use ridicule as a disciplinary means to uphold
norms of conduct and conventions of meaning.

Historically, theories of humour reflect wider visions of politics, morality and aesthetics. For example,
Bergson argued that humour contains an element of cruelty while Freud suggested that we deceive ourselves
about the true nature of our laughter. Billig discusses these and other theories, while using the topic of
humour to throw light on the perennial social problems of regulation, control and emancipation.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Martin:

The book Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of Humour (Published in association with
Theory, Culture & Society) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make examining a book Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of
Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) to get your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like available and read a e-book Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of
Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

James Nadler:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of Humour (Published in
association with Theory, Culture & Society) book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a
Social Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) content conveys the
thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social
Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) is not loveable to be your top
list reading book?

Nancy Lord:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can view
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for you is
Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture
& Society) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Irene Howe:

You will get this Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of Humour (Published in association
with Theory, Culture & Society) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to



be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only
by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways
to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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