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Long recognized as one of the most important medieval treatises on music, the Musica of Hermannus
Contractus is here presented in a newly revised translation, with commentary reflecting the best current
scholarship.A polymath and monk, Hermannus Contractus (1013-54) contributed to the important
advancements made in European arts and sciences in the first half of the eleventh century, writing on history,
astronomy, and time-keeping devices,among other topics, and composing several chants. His music theory,
founded on a systematic treatment of traditional concepts and terminology dating back to the ancient Greeks,
is concerned largely with the organization of pitchin Gregorian chant. Hermann's approach stems from
Germanic species-based thought, and is marked by a distinction between aspects of form and aspects of
position, privileging the latter. He expresses this in terms imported from then-new developments in Italian
music theory, thus acting as a nexus for the two traditions. Numerology and number symbolism play
significant roles in Hermann's theories, and his critiques of other theorists offer insights into medieval
intellectual life. Hermann also uses chant citations and exercises to help his readers apply theory to practice.
John L. Snyder's revised edition of Ellinwood's long-standard 1952 text and translation offers a new
introduction, including codicological descriptions of the sources; a critical edition of the Latin text with an
annotated English translation on facing pages; appendices detailing the documents pertaining to Hermann's
life, his citations of plainsong, and his original diastematic notation system; and greatly expanded indexes.
Snyder's ""Hermannus"" will serve as the standard version of this major historical document for years to
come.
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From reader reviews:

Christi Ross:

This The ""Musica"" of Hermannus Contractus (Eastman Studies in Music) are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The ""Musica"" of Hermannus
Contractus (Eastman Studies in Music) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The ""Musica"" of Hermannus Contractus
(Eastman Studies in Music) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Shane Webb:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be
the guide untitled The ""Musica"" of Hermannus Contractus (Eastman Studies in Music) can be excellent
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Brian Wallace:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The ""Musica"" of Hermannus
Contractus (Eastman Studies in Music) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you could pick The ""Musica"" of Hermannus Contractus (Eastman Studies in Music)
become your own starter.

Jeffrey Channell:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. By book The ""Musica"" of Hermannus Contractus (Eastman Studies in Music) we can have more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose



the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The ""Musica"" of
Hermannus Contractus (Eastman Studies in Music). You can more inviting than now.
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