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In 1965, an impoverished elderly woman was found dead in Nice, France. Her death marked the end of an
era; she was the last of the great courtesans. Known as La Belle Otero, she was a volcanic Spanish beauty
whose patrons included Kaiser Wilhelm II, the Prince of Wales (later King Edward VII) and Grand Duke
Nicholas of Russia. She accumulated an enormous fortune, but gambled it all away. Scarlet Women tells her
story and many more, including:

Marie Duplessis, who inspired characters by both Dumas and Verdi;
Clara Ward, a rare American courtesan who hunted for a European aristocrat, but having married a Belgian
prince, ran away with a gypsy violinist;
Ninon de L'Enclos, who was offered 50,000 crowns by Cardinal Richelieu for one night. Money left in her
will paid for Voltaire's education.

Courtesans were an elite group of talented, professional mistresses. The most successful became wealthy and
famous in their own right. While they led charmed lives, they occupied a curious position: they enjoyed
freedom and political power unknown to most women, but they were ostracised by polite society. From the
hetaerae of ancient Greece to the cortigiani onesti of 16th century Venice, the oiran of Edo-period Japan to
the demimondaines of 19th century France, this captivating book--perfect for readers of A Treasury of Royal
Scandals--uncovers the rich, colorful lives of these women who dared to pursue fortunes outside their
societies' norms.
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From reader reviews:

Donald McLaughlin:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and
Royal Mistresses book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want
to provide to you. The writer connected with Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans,
Concubines, and Royal Mistresses content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses is not loveable to
be your top collection reading book?

Clair Lemanski:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans,
Concubines, and Royal Mistresses can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Ann Strickland:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of
Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Manda Perez:

This Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses is new way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest
in reading this Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses can
be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books
build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't



miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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