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Politicians are reviled. From jokes on late-night TV talk shows to radio show rants and from public opinion
polls to ubiquitous conventional wisdom—politicians are among the most despised professional class in
modern society. Drawing on seminal work in political science, Stephen K. Medvic convincingly argues to
the masses that this blanket condemnation of politicians is both unfair and unwarranted. While some
individual politicians certainly deserve scorn for misjudgments, moral failings, or even criminal acts, the
assumption that all of them should be cast in a similar light is unjustified. More importantly, that deeply
cynical assumption is dangerous to the legitimacy of a democratic system of government. Politicians, as a
class, deserve respect, not out of blind obedience to authority but because democratic deliberation requires it.

Medvic explains how cognitive biases in the way people reason often lead us to draw unjustified conclusions
of politicians in general based on the malfeasance of some. Scandals involving politicians are likely to be
remembered and to serve as "evidence" of the belief that "they all do it." Most politicians, in fact, care deeply
about their cities, states, and nation. But they face a trap of unrealistic and contradictory expectations from
the public about how politicians should behave. Medvic, in turn, demonstrates the necessity of ambition, the
utility of politics for resolving conflicts peacefully, and the value of ideology in framing political choices. In
the end, citizens must learn to tolerate the inherent messiness of politics as the only viable alternative to
violent conflict. In the process, we must embrace our role in the political system as well.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Slowik:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book In Defense of Politicians: The
Expectations Trap and Its Threat to Democracy. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Malcolm Lee:

Typically the book In Defense of Politicians: The Expectations Trap and Its Threat to Democracy will bring
one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book In Defense of Politicians: The
Expectations Trap and Its Threat to Democracy is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the
e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Carman Robertson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled In Defense of Politicians: The Expectations Trap and Its Threat to Democracy your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one application form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The In Defense of Politicians: The
Expectations Trap and Its Threat to Democracy giving you another experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Kim Free:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. By book In Defense of Politicians: The Expectations Trap and Its Threat to Democracy we can get
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with
that book In Defense of Politicians: The Expectations Trap and Its Threat to Democracy. You can more
appealing than now.
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