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Isliberal democracy a universal ideal? Proponents of "Asian values' argue that it is a distinctive product of
the Western experience and that Western powers shouldn't try to push human rights and democracy onto
Asian states. Liberal democrats in the West typically counter by questioning the motives of Asian critics,
arguing that Asian leaders are merely trying to rationalize human-rights violations and authoritarian rule. In
this book--written as a dial ogue between an American democrat named Demo and three East Asian critics--
Daniel A. Bell attempts to chart a middle ground between the extremes of the international debate on human
rights and democracy.

Bell criticizes the use of "Asian values' to justify oppression, but also draws on East Asian cultural traditions
and contributions by contemporary intellectualsin East Asiato identify some powerful challengesto
Western-style liberal democracy. In the first part of the book, Bell makes use of colorful stories and
examples to show that there is a need to take into account East Asian perspectives on human rights and
democracy. The second part--afictitious dial ogue between Demo and Asian senior statesman Lee Kuan

Y ew--examines the pros and cons of implementing Western-style democracy in Singapore. The third part of
the book is an argument for an as-yet-unrealized Confucian political institution that justifiably differs from
Western-style liberal democracy.

Thisis athought-provoking defense of distinctively East Asian challenges to Western-style liberal
democracy that will stimulate interest and debate among students of political theory, Asian studies, and
international human rights.
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From reader reviews:
George Lehman:

The knowledge that you get from East Meets West will be the more deep you looking the information that
hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but East Meets West giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point
in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of thise-book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makesiit easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
thiskind of East Meets West instantly.

Kayla Wilson:

This book untitled East Meets West to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that
is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit in it. Y ou will easily to buy this specific
book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So thereis no
reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

DennisLewis:

East Meets West can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of usrecommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however ddlivering the information. The writer giving his'her effort to put every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing East Meets West although doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucia considering.

Katherine Shadrick:

Beside this specific East Meets West in your phone, it can give you away to get closer to the new knowledge
or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't
become worry if you fed like an outdated people livein narrow small town. It is good thing to have East
Meets West because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book as well as read it from today!
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