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Some years before Peter Taylor's death in 1994, the tacit agreement was made that Hubert McAlexander
would be the author's biographer. Peter Taylor, McAlexander's accomplished portrait, achieves for readers a
remarkable intimacy with this central figure in the history of the American short story and one of the greatest
southern writers of his time.

Taylor's life spanned most of the twentieth century, a fact borne out in the themes of social and psychic rifts
in a modernizing South that dominate his stories, plays, and novels. McAlexander knits together the facts and
fiction of Taylor's life in a compelling seamless account: his family roots in Tennessee, and the ancestral
basis for some of his best work; boyhood upheavals to Nashville, St. Louis, and Memphis, and his
establishment of the dysfunctional family as a major subject in American literature; his tutelage under poets
John Crowe Ransom, Allen Tate, and Robert Penn Warren, and the development of complex, subtle,
carefully crafted stories as his metier.

We see Taylor emerge as a major writer under the aegis of the New Yorker, persevere over the decades, and
finally win public recognition with the Pulitzer Prize at age seventy for his novel A Summons to Memphis. A
genteel, sociable personality, Taylor sustained deep lifelong friendships with Robert Lowell, Jean Stafford,
and Randall Jarrell; formed close bonds with three literary generations; and enjoyed fifty-one years of
marriage to poet Eleanor Ross Taylor.

Exhaustively researched and engagingly written, Peter Taylor presents a vivid picture of the man, the artist,
and his culture and literary milieu. Anyone drawn to Taylor's work will savor this superb biography.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Leduc:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you that Peter Taylor: A Writer's Life
(Southern Literary Studies) book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Scott Smith:

This Peter Taylor: A Writer's Life (Southern Literary Studies) is completely new way for you who has
attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Peter
Taylor: A Writer's Life (Southern Literary Studies) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort
for your better life as well as knowledge.

Bruce Jackson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book Peter
Taylor: A Writer's Life (Southern Literary Studies). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Flora Gordon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by
book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Peter Taylor: A
Writer's Life (Southern Literary Studies).
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