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The Old French lay of Mantel belongs to the group of anonymous lays that were composed in the late twelfth
or thirteenth century. These short narratives vary in tone and usually deal with some aspect of love, usually
in an aristocratic, courtly setting. Here, this is Arthur's court, with its well-known characters involved, and
the tone is satiric and comic; the story is a chastity test, which the ladies of the court undergo in public by
donning the mantle - if it does not fit, their behaviour is betrayed. The poem plays on the insecurities of the
knights, who are at first confident of their loves' fidelity, but in the end are all too anxious to ignore their
transgressions. The popularity of the lay is attested by its survival in five manuscripts, an unusually high
number. It is edited here from MS Paris, Bibliothèque Nationale de France, nouv. acq. fr. 1104, a manuscript
containing twenty-four lays, including nine by Marie de France whose work has to some extent defined the
genre. The text is accompanied by a facing translation, and presented with introduction, elucidatory notes,
bibliography, and indices. Glyn S. Burgess is Emeritus Professor of French, University of Liverpool; Leslie
C. Brook is Honorary Senior Research Fellow in French, University of Birmingham.
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From reader reviews:

David Hogan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this French Arthurian Literature V: The Lay of Mantel (Arthurian Archives), you are
able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a book.

Robert Hollinger:

The actual book French Arthurian Literature V: The Lay of Mantel (Arthurian Archives) has a lot associated
with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

John Oliver:

French Arthurian Literature V: The Lay of Mantel (Arthurian Archives) can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
French Arthurian Literature V: The Lay of Mantel (Arthurian Archives) nevertheless doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Joseph Benoit:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication French Arthurian Literature V: The Lay of Mantel (Arthurian
Archives) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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