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In an artful blending of history, literature, and vivid imagination, author Steven Saylor has crafted a novel
that, much as Caleb Carr's bestselling "The Alienist," combines real characters and true crime into a story
that is an engrossing work of fiction.

The city of Austin, Texas, "is fearfully dull," wrote young Will Porter to a friend in the spring of 1885,
"except for the frequent raids of the Servant Girl Annihilators, who make things lively in the dead of night."

Years later, Will Porter would become famous as O. Henry, the toast of New York and the most celebrated
writer in America. The long-ago Texas killings, which he dubbed the work of the Servant Girl Annihilators -
- perhaps the first recorded serial murders in America -- would remain unsolved. But the appearance of a
merciless blackmailer and a mysterious stranger would draw Porter back into the past, and back to Texas, to
confront the stunning solution to those murders -- and the secrets of his own soul.

When he was a young man in Austin in that spring of 1885, Porter fell in love. Her name was Eula Phillips.
She was beautiful. She was married to someone else. And she was doomed to be a victim of the Servant Girl
Annihilators.

The first victims were young Black women who worked in the households of Austin's most prominent
citizens. The crimes were unspeakable. The authorities were baffled. The murders continued, month after
month, until suddenly, shockingly, the pattern changed. On a bloody Christmas Eve, two women -- neither of
them Black and neither of them servants -- were horribly murdered, seemingly by the same vicious stalker.
One of them was Eula Phillips. Her death was to be a defining event inthe life of the young man who would
one day become O. Henry. The trial that resulted -- uncovering one explosive scandal after another -- would
tear the city of Austin apart.

The capitol of Texas was a city in uneasy transition. Only a few years earlier, outlaw gangs and Comanche
Indians had roamed the hills where now stood the homes of cattle barons and university professors. The
animosities of the Civil War still lingered, and the struggle of Blacks for equality was just beginning. By day,
politicians in the state legislature debated equal rights for women; by night, those same politicians mingled
with the high-class prostitutes of Guy Town, the city's notorious vice district. Southern traditions of manners
and decorum concealed ugly secrets, all of which would be revealed before the saga of the Servant Girl
Annihilators reached its end.

Against this remarkably rich background, Steven Saylor, author of the acclaimed "Roma Sub Rosa" series,
has crafted a novel that melds fact with fiction, employing characters both real and imagined. The crimes and
trials described in "A Twist at the End" actually happened. In real life, no satisfactory resolution was
reached. But in the course of investigating the crimes, Saylor has come up with his own startling conclusion
to a riveting, century-old mystery.

The result is a masterful novel of intrigue and murder, yet at the same time a romance of time and place, with
a colorful cast of memorable characters brought vividly to life. It's a true tale of Texas, grand in both setting
and scope.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

The book A Twist at the End : A Novel of O. Henry give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book A Twist at the End : A Novel
of O. Henry to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a reserve A
Twist at the End : A Novel of O. Henry. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Paul Erdmann:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important for us. The book A Twist at the End : A Novel of O. Henry
had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The e-book A Twist at the End : A Novel of O. Henry is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book A Twist at the End
: A Novel of O. Henry. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Phyllis Smith:

This A Twist at the End : A Novel of O. Henry tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this A Twist at the End : A Novel of O. Henry can be one of
several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone
with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this A Twist at the
End : A Novel of O. Henry giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Joyce Martinez:

This book untitled A Twist at the End : A Novel of O. Henry to be one of several books in which best seller
in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.
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