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Until I Find You is the story of the actor Jack Burns – his life, loves, celebrity and astonishing search for the
truth about his parents.

When he is four years old, Jack travels with his mother Alice, a tattoo artist, to several North Sea ports in
search of his father, William Burns. From Copenhagen to Amsterdam, William, a brilliant church organist
and profligate womanizer, is always a step ahead – has always just departed in a wave of scandal, with a new
tattoo somewhere on his body from a local master or “scratcher.”

Alice and Jack abandon their quest, and Jack is educated at schools in Canada and New England – including,
tellingly, a girls’ school in Toronto. His real education consists of his relationships with older women – from
Emma Oastler, who initiates him into erotic life, to the girls of St. Hilda’s, with whom he first appears on
stage, to the abusive Mrs. Machado, whom he first meets when sent to learn wrestling at a local gym.

Too much happens in this expansive, eventful novel to possibly summarize it all. Emma and Jack move to
Los Angeles, where Emma becomes a successful novelist and Jack a promising actor. A host of eccentric
minor characters memorably come and go, including Jack’s hilariously confused teacher the Wurtz; Michelle
Maher, the girlfriend he will never forget; and a precocious child Jack finds in the back of an Audi in a
restaurant parking lot. We learn about tattoo addiction and movie cross-dressing, “sleeping in the needles”
and the cure for cauliflower ears. And John Irving renders his protagonist’s unusual rise through Hollywood
with the same vivid detail and range of emotions he gives to the organ music Jack hears as a child in
European churches. This is an absorbing and moving book about obsession and loss, truth and storytelling,
the signs we carry on us and inside us, the traces we can’t get rid of.

Jack has always lived in the shadow of his absent father. But as he grows older – and when his mother dies –
he starts to doubt the portrait of his father’s character she painted for him when he was a child. This is the
cue for a second journey around Europe in search of his father, from Edinburgh to Switzerland, towards a
conclusion of great emotional force.

A melancholy tale of deception, Until I Find You is also a swaggering comic novel, a giant tapestry of life’s
hopes. It is a masterpiece to compare with John Irving’s great novels, and restates the author’s claim to be
considered the most glorious, comic, moving novelist at work today.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Millard:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this Until I Find You.

Pearl Young:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Until I Find You. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Until I Find You.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Alexandra Robbins:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Until I Find You,
you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a book.

Richard Kowalski:

Beside that Until I Find You in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if
you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Until I Find You because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this
book and also read it from right now!
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