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Scholars and enthusiasts of western American history have praised Elliott West as a distinguished historian
and an accomplished writer, and this book proves them right on both counts. Capitalizing on West’s wide
array of interests, this collection of his essays touches on topics ranging from viruses and the telegraph to
children, bison, and Larry McMurtry. Drawing from the past three centuries, West weaves the western story
into that of the nation and the world beyond, from Kansas and Montana to Haiti, Africa, and the court of
Louis XV.

Divided into three sections, the volume begins with conquest. West is not the first historian to write about
Lewis and Clark, but he is the first to contrast their expedition with Mungo Park’s contemporaneous journey
in Africa. “The Lewis and Clark expedition,” West begins, “is one of the most overrated events in American
history—and one of the most revealing.” The humor of this insightful essay is a chief characteristic of the
whole book, which comprises ten chapters previously published in major journals and magazines—but
revised for this edition—and four brand-new ones.

West is well known for his writings about frontier family life, especially the experiences of children at work
and play. Fans of his earlier books on these subjects will not be disappointed. In a final section, he looks at
the West of myth and imagination, in part to show that our fantasies about the West are worth studying
precisely because they have been so at odds with the real West. In essays on buffalo, Jesse James and the
McMurtry novel Lonesome Dove, West directs his formidable powers to subjects that continue to shape our
understanding—and often our misunderstanding—of the American West, past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Lea Severino:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Essential West: Collected Essays.

Leigh Grayer:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Essential West: Collected
Essays, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Shay Price:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Essential West: Collected Essays is
simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Fred Martinez:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Essential West: Collected Essays can
be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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