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In 1821, Sequoyah, a Cherokee metalworker and inventor, introduced a writing system that he had been
developing for more than a decade. His creation—the Cherokee syllabary—helped his people learn to read
and write within five years and became a principal part of their identity. This groundbreaking study traces
the creation, dissemination, and evolution of Sequoyah’s syllabary from script to print to digital forms.
Breaking with conventional understanding, author Ellen Cushman shows that the syllabary was not based on
alphabetic writing, as is often thought, but rather on Cherokee syllables and, more importantly, on Cherokee
meanings.

Employing an engaging narrative approach, Cushman relates how Sequoyah created the syllabary apart from
Western alphabetic models. But he called it an alphabet because he anticipated the Western assumption that
only alphabetic writing is legitimate. Calling the syllabary an alphabet, though, has led to our current
misunderstanding of just what it is and of the genius behind it—until now.

In her opening chapters, Cushman traces the history of Sequoyah’s invention and explains the logic of the
syllabary’s structure and the graphic relationships among the characters, both of which might have made the
system easy for native speakers to use. Later chapters address the syllabary’s enduring significance, showing
how it allowed Cherokees to protect, enact, and codify their knowledge and to weave non-Cherokee concepts
into their language and life. The result was their enhanced ability to adapt to social change on and in
Cherokee terms.

Cushman adeptly explains complex linguistic concepts in an accessible style, even as she displays impressive
understanding of interrelated issues in Native American studies, colonial studies, cultural anthropology,
linguistics, rhetoric, and literacy studies. Profound, like the invention it explores, The Cherokee Syllabary
will reshape the study of Cherokee history and culture.

Published through the Recovering Languages and Literacies of the Americas initiative, supported by the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
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From reader reviews:

Willard Callahan:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Cherokee Syllabary:
Writing the People's Perseverance (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) book as basic and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jeanne Linder:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Cherokee Syllabary:
Writing the People's Perseverance (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) book because this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there
is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Benjamin Torres:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read
this The Cherokee Syllabary: Writing the People's Perseverance (American Indian Literature and Critical
Studies Series), it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Nichol Colby:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that
need more time to be study. The Cherokee Syllabary: Writing the People's Perseverance (American Indian
Literature and Critical Studies Series) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who
have those short free time problems.
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