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This latest work from Japanese-born anthropologist Takie Sugiyama Lebra is the first ethnographic study of
the modern Japanese aristocracy. Established as a class at the beginning of the Meiji period, the kazoku
ranked directly below the emperor and his family. Officially dissolved in 1947, this group of social elites is
still generally perceived as nobility. Lebra gained entry into this tightly knit circle and conducted more than
one hundred interviews with its members. She has woven together a reconstructive ethnography from their
life histories to create an intimate portrait of a remote and archaic world.

As Lebra explores the culture of the kazoku, she places each subject in its historical context. She analyzes the
evolution of status boundaries and the indispensable role played by outsiders.

But this book is not simply about the elite. It is also about commoners and how each stratum mirrors the
other. Revealing previously unobserved complexities in Japanese society, it also sheds light on the universal
problem of social stratification.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Glover:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern Japanese
Nobility. Try to the actual book Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern Japanese Nobility as your
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Ruth Williams:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern
Japanese Nobility has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern
Japanese Nobility is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with
the book Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern Japanese Nobility. You never feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Hye Elliott:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern Japanese
Nobility it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
features high quality.

Helen McClain:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern Japanese Nobility. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you



actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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