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No historical event has left as deep an imprint on America's collective memory as the Civil War. In the war's
aftermath, Americans had to embrace and cast off a traumatic past. David Blight explores the perilous path
of remembering and forgetting, and reveals its tragic costs to race relations and America's national reunion.In
1865, confronted with a ravaged landscape and a torn America, the North and South began a slow and
painful process of reconciliation. The ensuing decades witnessed the triumph of a culture of reunion, which
downplayed sectional division and emphasized the heroics of a battle between noble men of the Blue and the
Gray. Nearly lost in national culture were the moral crusades over slavery that ignited the war, the presence
and participation of African Americans throughout the war, and the promise of emancipation that emerged
from the war. Race and Reunion is a history of how the unity of white America was purchased through the
increasing segregation of black and white memory of the Civil War. Blight delves deeply into the shifting
meanings of death and sacrifice, Reconstruction, the romanticized South of literature, soldiers' reminiscences
of battle, the idea of the Lost Cause, and the ritual of Memorial Day. He resurrects the variety of African-
American voices and memories of the war and the efforts to preserve the emancipationist legacy in the midst
of a culture built on its denial.

Blight's sweeping narrative of triumph and tragedy, romance and realism, is a compelling tale of the politics
of memory, of how a nation healed from civil war without justice. By the early twentieth century, the
problems of race and reunion were locked in mutual dependence, a painful legacy that continues to haunt us
today.
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From reader reviews:

Tod Espitia:

The actual book Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American
Memory is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Heather Snyder:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previous to. The Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory giving you one more experience
more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now
let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Daniel Buch:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American
Memory was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Race and Reunion: The
Civil War in American Memory has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose
the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.

Effie Steger:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important
in your case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American
Memory can make you feel more interested to read.
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