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It’s no secret that humans and apes share a host of traits, from the tribal communities we form to our
irrepressible curiosity. We have a common ancestor, scientists tell us, so it’s natural that we act alike. But not
all of these parallels are so appealing: the chimpanzee, for example, can be as vicious and manipulative as
any human.

Yet there’s more to our shared primate heritage than just our violent streak. In Our Inner Ape, Frans de
Waal, one of the world’s great primatologists and a renowned expert on social behavior in apes, presents the
provocative idea that our noblest qualities—generosity, kindness, altruism—are as much a part of our nature
as are our baser instincts. After all, we share them with another primate: the lesser-known bonobo. As
genetically similar to man as the chimpanzee, the bonobo has a temperament and a lifestyle vastly different
from those of its genetic cousin. Where chimps are aggressive, territorial, and hierarchical, bonobos are
gentle, loving, and erotic (sex for bonobos is as much about pleasure and social bonding as it is about
reproduction).

While the parallels between chimp brutality and human brutality are easy to see, de Waal suggests that the
conciliatory bonobo is just as legitimate a model to study when we explore our primate heritage. He even
connects humanity’s desire for fairness and its morality with primate behavior, offering a view of society that
contrasts markedly with the caricature people have of Darwinian evolution. It’s plain that our finest qualities
run deeper in our DNA than experts have previously thought.

Frans de Waal has spent the last two decades studying our closest primate relations, and his observations of
each species in Our Inner Ape encompass the spectrum of human behavior. This is an audacious book, an
engrossing discourse that proposes thought-provoking and sometimes shocking connections among chimps,
bonobos, and those most paradoxical of apes, human beings.
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From reader reviews:

Odessa Currie:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Our Inner Ape: A Leading
Primatologist Explains Why We Are Who We Are book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

John Glass:

This Our Inner Ape: A Leading Primatologist Explains Why We Are Who We Are are usually reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Our Inner Ape: A Leading
Primatologist Explains Why We Are Who We Are can be on the list of great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Our Inner Ape: A Leading Primatologist
Explains Why We Are Who We Are giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Larry Brackett:

Typically the book Our Inner Ape: A Leading Primatologist Explains Why We Are Who We Are has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

April Miller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Our Inner Ape: A Leading
Primatologist Explains Why We Are Who We Are.
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