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Women of the Virgin Islands: From the Field to the Legislature recognizes and restores women to their
central role in the history of the Virgin Islands by examining their lives from the earliest days of the colony's
settlement. Constrained by their sex, race, and colonized status, women, nevertheless, led lives of ordinary
heroism, which ensured the territory's economic, social, and cultural survival. In this comprehensive history
of women in one of the world's last British colonies, O'Neal shows how women continue to define and
redefine themselves and their roles in both their public and private lives, even as the colony itself undergoes
its own transformation. As the twenty-first century begins, this book takes a look back at the role colonialism
played in the twentieth century in furthering male political leadership and patriarchal norms. While party
politics might have had the potential to advance women's political careers, O'Neal concludes they have
largely failed to do so despite the advances women have made.

Beginning in the late 1600s, when the islands were first colonized by the British, O'Neal examines the
growth of slavery and shows how women exercised leadership roles in their community while preserving
some of the traditions of their native Africa. She moves on to discuss the shaping of women's roles after the
abolition of slavery and the struggles women faced as a result. Moving into the twentieth century, the book
takes a look at women in the economy, society, government, education, and even in the family, and explores
how roles have grown and changed even as the islands themselves continue to be transformed. O'Neal shows
that while patriarchal attitudes were strengthened, women still found their way into the public arena, albeit
with difficulty, influencing all areas of social policy. This book represents a truly original and enlightening
addition to the literature on the Virgin Islands and Caribbean history.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Carter:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled From the Field to the Legislature: A History of Women in the
Virgin Islands (Contributions in Women's Studies). Try to make the book From the Field to the Legislature:
A History of Women in the Virgin Islands (Contributions in Women's Studies) as your good friend. It means
that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Lisa Knight:

Inside other case, little people like to read book From the Field to the Legislature: A History of Women in
the Virgin Islands (Contributions in Women's Studies). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading
a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book From the Field to the Legislature: A History
of Women in the Virgin Islands (Contributions in Women's Studies). You can add knowledge and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Susan Jun:

This From the Field to the Legislature: A History of Women in the Virgin Islands (Contributions in Women's
Studies) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this From the
Field to the Legislature: A History of Women in the Virgin Islands (Contributions in Women's Studies) can
be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you
actually with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this From the Field to the Legislature: A History of Women in the Virgin Islands (Contributions in Women's
Studies) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Gary Collis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this From the Field to the Legislature: A
History of Women in the Virgin Islands (Contributions in Women's Studies) book written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book.



Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still uncertainty From the Field to the Legislature: A History of Women in the Virgin
Islands (Contributions in Women's Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This
is one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.
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