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THE BOOK OF RUDAKI Translation & Introduction Paul Smith Abu ‘Abd Allah Ja’far ibn Muhammad
Rudaki (858-941) the ‘father of Persian Poetry’ and possibly the ruba’i, was born in the village of Rudak
near Samarkand. First a wandering ‘dervish’ poet/minstrel he later served at the court of the Samanids of
Bokhara. Nasr ibn Ahmad summoned him to his court and he prospered there amassing great wealth. He had
200 slaves in his retinue… and 400 camels carried his belongings when he travelled. In 937 he fell out of
favour at court (and was blinded at this time as some commentators suggest) after the death of the prime-
minister who had supported him. His life ended in abject poverty, forgotten by the world at that time,
perhaps the reason why so much of his vast output of 1,300,000 couplets, only 75 rubai’s, ghazals, qasidas
and qit’as survive (most are here translated, the most published). Rudaki’s poetry is about the passage of
time, old age, death, fortune’s fickleness, importance of the matters of the heart, the need to be happy.
Although he praised kings, nobles and heroes… his greatest love was knowledge and experience. The correct
rhyme-structure has been kept in this modern translation, as well as the beauty and meaning of these
beautiful poems. Large Format Paperback 7” x 10” Illustrated, 149 pages. COMMENTS ON PAUL
SMITH’S TRANSLATION OF HAFIZ’S ‘DIVAN’. “It is not a joke... the English version of ALL the
ghazals of Hafiz is a great feat and of paramount importance. I am astonished.” Dr. Mir Mohammad Taghavi
(Dr. of Literature) Tehran. “Superb translations. 99% Hafiz 1% Paul Smith.” Ali Akbar Shapurzman,
translator into Persian and knower of Hafiz’s Divan off by heart. “I was very impressed with the beauty of
these books.” Dr. R.K. Barz. Faculty of Asian Studies, Australian National University. “Smith has probably
put together the greatest collection of literary facts and history concerning Hafiz.” Daniel Ladinsky (Penguin
Books author). Paul Smith is a poet, author and translator of over 80 books of Sufi poets from the Persian,
Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Pashtu and other languages including Hafiz, Sadi, Nizami, Rumi, ‘Attar, Sana’i,
Jahan Khatun, Obeyd Zakani, Nesimi, Kabir, Anvari, Ansari, Jami, Khayyam, Rudaki, Yunus Emre, Lalla
Ded, Rahman Baba, Mu’in, Iqbal, Ghalib, Makhfi, Dara Shikoh and many others, as well as his own poetry,
fiction, plays, biographies, children’s books and 12 screenplays. www.newhumanitybooks.com
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From reader reviews:

James Ponce:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because
just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific The Book of Rudaki to read.

Ian Louviere:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Book of Rudaki is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Joshua Yoshida:

The experience that you get from The Book of Rudaki is the more deep you digging the information that hide
within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but The Book of Rudaki giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this The Book of Rudaki instantly.

Judy Newberry:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Book of Rudaki to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the
guide The Book of Rudaki can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of this time.
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