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Henry James is known not only as a novelist but also for his work as literary critic. In his famous essay “The
Art of Fiction” (1884), he reacted on a pamphlet that the British author Walter Besant had published under
the same title earlier that year. In fact, a discussion and controversy on the novel had already been started in
1882 with Howells' “Henry James Jr.” and Stevenson's “A Gossip of Romance”. James used the opportunity
to present his ideas on the novel of fiction: “A novel is in its broadest definition a personal, a direct
impression of life” 1. It is very important for him to stress that life is personally -and therefore subjectively-
received by an author who than tries to represent life in his2 work. James offers in his essay various new
aspects that a novelist should be aware of and make use of if he wants to write a realistic and true novel.

This essay deals with the novel What Maisie knew (first published in 1897) which is one of the less known
and less studied novels written by Henry James. Critics see it as a work in which James has left the
`mainstream literature´ that the literary market asked for and has realised some of his ideas he had coped
with in theory already in the 1880’s when he wrote “The Art of Fiction”. Most of these critics have studied
the morality in What Maisie knew and the innovation to present the story from a child’s consciousness. This
essay is not interested in the moral aspect of the novel but raises the question if Henry James put into practise
his own theory when he wrote Maisie more than ten years after his “Art of Fiction”. After presenting the
main arguments of James’ theory, I will scrutinise whether James really has put his theory into practice.
Most attention will be turned to his ideas of a realistic writing, looking not only at the aspect of how to write
a realistic novel but also of how to create a realistic atmosphere. This essay will try to prove that Henry
James did practise his own preaching at least to a certain degree in What Maisie knew and show where
James' realistic fiction might reach its limits.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

This Henry James' "The Art of Fiction" and the application of his theory in "What Maisie knew": "A novel is
in its broadest definition a personal, a direct impression of life" book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Henry James' "The Art of Fiction" and the application of his theory in
"What Maisie knew": "A novel is in its broadest definition a personal, a direct impression of life" without we
recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Henry James' "The Art of Fiction" and the application of his theory in "What Maisie knew": "A novel
is in its broadest definition a personal, a direct impression of life" can bring when you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This Henry James' "The Art of Fiction" and the application of his theory in "What Maisie knew": "A novel is
in its broadest definition a personal, a direct impression of life" having fine arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Jonathan Gomes:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Henry
James' "The Art of Fiction" and the application of his theory in "What Maisie knew": "A novel is in its
broadest definition a personal, a direct impression of life".

David Beall:

This Henry James' "The Art of Fiction" and the application of his theory in "What Maisie knew": "A novel is
in its broadest definition a personal, a direct impression of life" is brand new way for you who has interest to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Henry James' "The Art of
Fiction" and the application of his theory in "What Maisie knew": "A novel is in its broadest definition a
personal, a direct impression of life" can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside
that book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life along with knowledge.



Daryl Radford:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With
the book Henry James' "The Art of Fiction" and the application of his theory in "What Maisie knew": "A
novel is in its broadest definition a personal, a direct impression of life" we can take more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Henry James' "The
Art of Fiction" and the application of his theory in "What Maisie knew": "A novel is in its broadest definition
a personal, a direct impression of life". You can more desirable than now.
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