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With the ‘Tristan chord’ at the start of Wagner’s opera Tristan und Isolde, the composer launched modern
music. The political refugee, a former revolutionary, was living in Zurich when the lovely Mathilde
Wesendonck, the wife of a rich businessman, inspired him to break off from working on Siegfried, part of his
‘Ring cycle’, and refocus his efforts on Tristan. Expelled from there, Wagner continued to work on the opera
in the Palazzo Giustiniani in Venice, and finished it in Lucerne in 1859. The première, in Munich, was
delayed until 1865, after the ‘Mad’ King Ludwig of Bavaria came to Wagner’s financial rescue.

Wagner blended Gottfried von Strasburg’s medieval epic with Schopenhauer’s philosophy and his own
idiosyncratic views on the psychology and metaphysics of love. (As well, Wagner reflected his views on
Greek drama and the integrated Gesamtkunstwerk, or ‘art-work’.) The result is a torrent of sound which
depicts almost indecent passion. The Liebestod, in which the sexual love of Tristan and Isolde is
consummated through death, and which is often presented in concert performance, is some of the most
glorious music ever written.

Written by Michael Steen, author of the acclaimed The Lives and Times of the Great Composers, ‘Short
Guides to Great Operas’ are concise, entertaining and easy to read. They are packed with useful information
and informed opinion, helping to make you a truly knowledgeable opera-goer, and so maximising your
enjoyment of a great musical experience.

Other ‘Short Guides to Great Operas’ that you may enjoy include The Magic Flute, Eugene Onegin and Peter
Grimes.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Durfee:

The book Wagner's Tristan und Isolde: A Short Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas) give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you
can make reading a book Wagner's Tristan und Isolde: A Short Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas) to
become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a book
Wagner's Tristan und Isolde: A Short Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Sheila Powell:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Wagner's Tristan und Isolde: A Short
Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas). All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Priscilla McNeil:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Wagner's Tristan und Isolde: A Short Guide to a Great
Opera (Great Operas) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Alicia Cain:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Wagner's Tristan und Isolde: A Short Guide to a Great Opera (Great
Operas) this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of



you.
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