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South Koreans in the Debt Crisis is a detailed examination of the logic underlying the neoliberal welfare
state that South Korea created in response to the devastating Asian Debt Crisis (1997–2001). Jesook Song
argues that while the government proclaimed that it would guarantee all South Koreans a minimum standard
of living, it prioritized assisting those citizens perceived as embodying the neoliberal ideals of employability,
flexibility, and self-sufficiency. Song demonstrates that the government was not alone in drawing
distinctions between the “deserving” and the “undeserving” poor. Progressive intellectuals, activists, and
organizations also participated in the neoliberal reform project. Song traces the circulation of neoliberal
concepts throughout South Korean society, among government officials, the media, intellectuals, NGO
members, and educated underemployed people working in public works programs. She analyzes the embrace
of partnerships between NGOs and the government, the frequent invocation of a pervasive decline in family
values, the resurrection of conservative gender norms and practices, and the promotion of entrepreneurship
as the key to survival.

Drawing on her experience during the crisis as an employee in a public works program in Seoul, Song
provides an ethnographic assessment of the efforts of the state and civilians to regulate social insecurity,
instability, and inequality through assistance programs. She focuses specifically on efforts to help two
populations deemed worthy of state subsidies: the “IMF homeless,” people temporarily homeless but
considered employable, and the “new intellectuals,” young adults who had become professionally redundant
during the crisis but had the high-tech skills necessary to lead a transformed post-crisis South Korea.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular South Koreans in the Debt
Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-Pacific) book as beginning and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Steven Kilgore:

The e-book with title South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-
Pacific) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
That book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone,
so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jeremy Gable:

The actual book South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-
Pacific) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help.
The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Martin Herrin:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal Welfare
Society (Asia-Pacific) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.
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