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In Reading Backwards Richard B. Hays maps the shocking ways the four Gospel writers interpreted Israel's
Scripture to craft their literary witnesses to the Church's one Christ. The Gospels' scriptural imagination
discovered inside the long tradition of a resilient Jewish monotheism a novel and revolutionary Christology.

Modernity's incredulity toward the Christian faith partly rests upon the characterization of early Christian
preaching as a tendentious misreading of the Hebrew Scriptures. Christianity, modernity claims, twisted the
Bible they inherited to fit its message about a mythological divine Savior. The Gospels, for many modern
critics, are thus more about Christian doctrine in the second and third century than they are about Jesus in the
first.

Such Christian "misreadings" are not late or politically motivated developments within Christian thought. As
Hays demonstrates, the claim that the events of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection took place "according to
the Scriptures" stands at the very heart of the New Testament's earliest message. All four canonical Gospels
declare that the Torah and the Prophets and the Psalms mysteriously prefigure Jesus. The author of the
Fourth Gospel puts the claim succinctly: "If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about
me" (John 5:46).

Hays thus traces thereading strategies the Gospel writers employ to "read backwards" and to discover how
the Old Testament figuratively discloses the astonishing paradoxical truth about Jesus' identity. Attention to
Jewish and Old Testament roots of the Gospel narratives reveals that each of the four Evangelists, in their
diverse portrayals, identify Jesus as the embodiment of the God of Israel. Hays also explores the
hermeneutical challenges posed by attempting to follow the Evangelists as readers of Israel's Scripture?can
the Evangelists teach us to read backwards along with them and to discern the same mystery they discovered
in Israel's story?

In Reading Backwards Hays demonstrates that it was Israel's Scripture itself that taught the Gospel writers
how to understand Jesus as the embodied presence of God, that this conversion of imagination occurred early
in the development of Christian theology, and that the Gospel writers' revisionary figural readings of their
Bible stand at the very center of Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Millard:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Reading Backwards:
Figural Christology and the Fourfold Gospel Witness. All type of book would you see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Robert Pinkerton:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer
that question since just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Reading Backwards: Figural
Christology and the Fourfold Gospel Witness to read.

Brandy Anderson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Reading Backwards: Figural Christology and the Fourfold Gospel Witness, you may
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a reserve.

Thomas Towne:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Reading Backwards: Figural Christology
and the Fourfold Gospel Witness which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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