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Texas-Mexican music, or música tejana, is not one single music but several musical and musico-literary
genres, ensembles, and their styles, encompassing the corrido, canción, and what author Manuel Peña calls
the canción-corrido. Música tejana also includes two major regional ensembles and their styles—the
conjunto and the Texas-Mexican version of the orquesta. A more recent crop of synthesizer-driven
ensembles and their styles, known since the mid-eighties as "Tejano," is another representative of música
tejana.

Despite their diversity, these various ensembles, genres, and styles share two fundamental characteristics:
they are all homegrown, and they all speak after their own fashion to fundamental social processes shaping
Texas-Mexican society. As Peña persuasively argues, they represent a transforming cultural economy and its
effects on Texas-Mexicans.

Peña traces the history of música tejana from the fandangos and bailes of the nineteenth century through the
canción ranchera and the politically informed corrido to the most recent forms of Tejano music. In the
beginning, he argues, musicmaking was a function of "use-value"—its symbolic power linked to the social
processes of which it was an organic part. As música tejana was swept into the commercial market, it added
a second, less culturally grounded dimension—"exchange-value"—whereby it came

under the culturally weakening influence of the commercial market. Since the 1940s, the music has oscillated
between the extremes of use- and exchange-value, though it has never lost its power to speak to issues of
identity, difference, and social change.

Música Tejana thus gives not only a detailed overview of música tejana but also analyzes the social and
economic implications of the music. The breadth, depth, and clarity with which Peña has treated this subject
make this a most useful text for those interested in ethnomusicology, folklore, ethnic studies, and Mexican
American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Reid:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man
or woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Música Tejana: The
Cultural Economy of Artistic Transformation (University of Houston Series in Mexican American Studies,
Sponsored by the Cente) to read.

Tracy Zapata:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the
crowded place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have
underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then
having chance to stand up than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book,
we give you this particular Música Tejana: The Cultural Economy of Artistic Transformation (University of
Houston Series in Mexican American Studies, Sponsored by the Cente) book as basic and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Robert Dunham:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Música Tejana: The Cultural Economy of Artistic
Transformation (University of Houston Series in Mexican American Studies, Sponsored by the Cente) as
your daily resource information.

Bonnie Pace:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach



your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of
them is this Música Tejana: The Cultural Economy of Artistic Transformation (University of Houston Series
in Mexican American Studies, Sponsored by the Cente).
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