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TheWord on Words: Black-and-White Classroom Edition Norman German
Awarded " Best of 2011" in Arts & Lettersby Kirkus Review!

By special request, this BLACK-AND-WHITE “Classroom Edition” is now available. The cover is still
COLOR.

KIRKUS REVIEW (posted in its entirety)

The English language gets pulled up by its roots for purposes of entertainment, enlightenment and
vocabulary building in this sprightly linguistic romp.

The author, an English professor, introduces readers to some of the knottier words in the language through an
approach that mixes analysis, history and lots of engaging anecdotes. His method is to seize on dusty old
lexical roots, usually from Latin but also from Greek, Old English, Norse and French, and follow their
branchings through the modern English words derived from them, with plenty of lore and intriguing
digressions thrown in to make the pedagogy go down easy. He traces the L atin verb spectare (to watch), for
example, through its many incarnations, from spectacle to expectant, while tossing in allusions to
Shakespeare and Byron and an aside on the evolution of false eyes as defensive camouflage in the animal
kingdom.

German takes a meandering path through the lexicon, always happy to wander off on oddball excursionsto,
say, palindromes (“ senile felines’), spoonerisms (after Rev. Spooner, who reminded one bridegroom that it's
“kisstomary to cuss the bride”), bizarre phobias (arachibutyrophobia, he says, isthe fear of sticky peanut
butter), lyrically named bird collectives (exaltations of larks, wisps of snipe and parliaments of owls), unsafe
anagrams (rearrange mother-in-law and you get “woman Hitler”) and miscellaneous life lessons (“[n]ever
use a poly-syllabic Latin word where a one-syllable Anglo-Saxon word will do”). Along the way, German
defines over 1,500 big, troublesome words and reinforces reader retention with engaging exercises, including
crossword puzzles and fill-in-the-blank quizzes that require one to insert the words aardvark, blasphemy,
cremains, cyborg and eunuch into plausible sentences. It's a fun read that sparkles with photographs, bright
colors and crazy-quilt fonts. But this smorgasbord is still a serious textbook—readers will gain not just a
store of factoids, but a sharpened ability to analyze new words and a deeper appreciation for the history and
beauty of the language.

Lively, informative and thoroughly beguiling.
*End of Review*

Thisis NOT your parents’ vocabulary book. The Word on Wordsis a new kind of vocabulary book,
combining learning and entertainment like no text you' ve ever read.

The Word on Words defines 1,500 words in the context of fascinating essays about art, history, literature,
philosophy, pop culture, sports, mythology, and more. In addition to definitions, The Word on Words
emphasi zes the artistic and playful aspects of language—hence its subtitle, The Play of Language. As my
wife says, “You learn better if you have a smile on your face.”



The book has five major focuses: vocabulary, etymology, mnemonic devices, usage, and the ludic or playful
aspects of language. The Word on Wordsisideal for those preparing for aptitude tests such asthe SAT,
ACT, and NTE. Great for GED study!

It's perfect, too, as a supplemental text in ESL classes directed towards those acquiring English as a second
language. It's al in here: humorous explanations of palindromes, acronyms, anagrams, Spoonerisms,

mal apropisms, portmanteau words and even false splitting—the way “anapple’ transformed into “an
apple’—in the context of revelatory essays about phobias, Mother’s Day, the birds and the bees, Father’s
Day, the calendar, Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the origins of first and last names, the days of
the week, and the months of the year: all emphasized by entertaining end-of-chapter tests and crossword
puzzles!
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From reader reviews:
Marie Heidelberg:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book The Word on Words: Black-and-White Classroom Edition
seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book The Word on Words: Black-and-White Classroom Edition
isnot only giving you alot more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored.
Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Word
on Words: Black-and-White Classroom Edition. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Frank Hudson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Word on
Words:. Black-and-White Classroom Edition suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Word on Words: Black-and-White Classroom Editionis
the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior
to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this
e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world in this book.

George Conner:

The reserve with title The Word on Words: Black-and-White Classroom Edition contains a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the the
positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Carole Arehart:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book The Word on Words: Black-and-White
Classroom Edition to make your current reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
impression about book and studying especialy. Itisto beinitial opinion for you to like to open up a book
and learn it. Beside that the guide The Word on Words: Black-and-White Classroom Edition can to be your
new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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