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Here is the vibrant, colorful, high-stepping story of tap -- the first comprehensive, fully documented history
of a uniquely American art form, exploring all aspects of the intricate musical and social exchange that
evolved from Afro-Irish percussive step dances like the jig, gioube, buck-and-wing, and juba to the work of
such contemporary tap luminaries as Gregory Hines, Brenda Bufalino, Dianne Walker, and Savion Glover.

In Tap Dancing America, Constance Valis Hill, herself an accomplished jazz tap dancer, choreographer, and
performance scholar, begins with a dramatic account of a buck dance challenge between Bill "Bojangles"
Robinson and Harry Swinton at Brooklyn's Bijou Theatre, on March 30, 1900, and proceeds decade by
decade through the 20th century to the present day. She vividly describes tap's musical styles and steps --
from buck-and-wing and ragtime stepping at the turn of the century; jazz tapping to the rhythms of hot jazz,
swing, and bebop in the '20s, '30s and '40s; to hip-hop-inflected hitting and hoofing in heels (high and low)
from the 1990s right up to today. Tap was long considered "a man's game," and Hill's is the first history to
highlight such outstanding female dancers as Ada Overton Walker, Kitty O'Neill, and Alice Whitman, at the
turn of the 20th century, as well as the pioneering women composers of the tap renaissance, in the 70s and
80s, and the hard-hitting rhythm-tapping women of the millennium such as Chloe Arnold, Ayodele Casel,
Michelle Dorrance, and Dormeshia Sumbry Edwards.

Written with uncanny foresight, the book features dancers who have become international touring artists and
have performed on Broadway, won Emmy and Tony Awards, and received the prestigious Dance Magazine,
Adele and Fred Astaire, and Jacob's Pillow Dance awards. Presented with all the verve and grace of tap itself
and drawing on eyewitness accounts of early performances as well as interviews with today's greatest
tappers, Tap Dancing America fills a major gap in American dance history and places tap firmly center stage.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Valdez:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History.

Donna Barragan:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History. You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book Tap
Dancing America: A Cultural History. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Madeline Cecil:

The book Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use
to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Tap Dancing America: A
Cultural History for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-
book Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication
or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Ella Straw:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
named of book Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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