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Strange as it sounds, during the 1870s and 1880s, America’s most popular spectator sport wasn’t baseball,
boxing, or horseracing—it was competitive walking. Inside sold-out arenas, competitors walked around dirt
tracks almost nonstop for six straight days (never on Sunday), risking their health and sanity to see who
could walk the farthest—500 miles, then 520 miles, and 565 miles! These walking matches were as talked
about as the weather, the details reported from coast to coast.

This long-forgotten sport, known as pedestrianism, spawned America’s first celebrity athletes and opened
doors for immigrants, African Americans, and women. The top pedestrians earned a fortune in prize money
and endorsement deals. But along with the excitement came the inevitable scandals, charges of
doping—coca leaves!—and insider gambling. It even spawned a riot in 1879 when too many fans showed up
at New York’s Gilmore’s Garden, later renamed Madison Square Garden, and were denied entry to a widely
publicized showdown.

Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America’s Favorite Spectator Sport chronicles
competitive walking’s peculiar appeal and popularity, its rapid demise, and its enduring influence, and how
pedestrianism marked the beginning of modern spectator sports in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Pepper:

The book Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you
can make looking at a book Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator
Sport to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a
publication Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this book?

Ashley Taylor:

This Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's
Favorite Spectator Sport without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was
America's Favorite Spectator Sport can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport having great
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Deanna Nance:

Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite
Spectator Sport nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Albert Fragoso:

This Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport is completely
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger



associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite
Spectator Sport can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better
life as well as knowledge.
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