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 Fire-breathing dragons, beautiful mermaids, majestic unicorns, terrifying three-headed dogs—these fantastic
creatures have long excited our imagination. Medieval authors placed them in the borders of manuscripts as
markers of the boundaries of our understanding. Tales from around the world place these beasts in deserts,
deep woods, remote islands, ocean depths, and alternate universes—just out of our reach. And in the sections
on the apocalypse in the Bible, they proliferate as the end of time approaches, with horses with heads like
lions, dragons, and serpents signaling the destruction of the world.
 
Legends tell us that imaginary animals belong to a primordial time, before everything in the world had
names, categories, and conceptual frameworks. In this book, Boria Sax digs into the stories of these fabulous
beasts. He shows how, despite their liminal role, imaginary animals like griffins, dog-men, yetis, and more
are socially constructed creatures, created through the same complex play of sensuality and imagination as
real ones. Tracing the history of imaginary animals from Paleolithic art to their roles in stories such as Harry
Potter and even the advent of robotic pets, he reveals that these extraordinary figures help us
psychologically—as monsters, they give form to our amorphous fears, while as creatures of wonder, they
embody our hopes. Their greatest service, Sax concludes, is to continually challenge our imaginations,
directing us beyond the limitations of conventional beliefs and expectations.
 
Featuring over 230 illustrations of a veritable menagerie of fantastical and unreal beasts, Imaginary Animals
is a feast for the eyes and the imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Williams:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Imaginary Animals: The Monstrous,
the Wondrous and the Human, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its named reading friends.

Tara Scribner:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Imaginary Animals: The Monstrous, the Wondrous and the
Human why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Salvador Swain:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
listing in your reading list will be Imaginary Animals: The Monstrous, the Wondrous and the Human. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Samantha Graham:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Imaginary Animals: The Monstrous, the Wondrous and the Human was filled about
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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