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Survival narrative meets scientific, natural, and social history in the riveting story of a volcanic
disaster.

For months in early 1980, scientists, journalists, sightseers, and nearby residents listened anxiously to
rumblings in Mount St. Helens, part of the chain of western volcanoes fueled by the 700-mile-long Cascadia
fault. Still, no one was prepared when an immense eruption took the top off of the mountain and laid waste
to hundreds of square miles of verdant forests in southwestern Washington State. The eruption was one of
the largest in human history, deposited ash in eleven U.S. states and five Canadian provinces, and caused
more than one billion dollars in damage. It killed fifty-seven people, some as far as thirteen miles away from
the volcano’s summit.

Shedding new light on the cataclysm, author Steve Olson interweaves the history and science behind this
event with page-turning accounts of what happened to those who lived and those who died.

Powerful economic and historical forces influenced the fates of those around the volcano that sunny Sunday
morning, including the construction of the nation’s railroads, the harvest of a continent’s vast forests, and the
protection of America’s treasured public lands. The eruption of Mount St. Helens revealed how the past is
constantly present in the lives of us all. At the same time, it transformed volcanic science, the study of
environmental resilience, and, ultimately, our perceptions of what it will take to survive on an increasingly
dangerous planet.

Rich with vivid personal stories of lumber tycoons, loggers, volcanologists, and conservationists, Eruption
delivers a spellbinding narrative built from the testimonies of those closest to the disaster, and an epic tale of
our fraught relationship with the natural world.

8 pages of color illustrations; 7 black-and-white illustrations; 8 maps
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From reader reviews:

Billy Reynolds:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Eruption: The Untold Story of Mount St. Helens book is readable
by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with Eruption: The Untold Story of Mount St. Helens content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Eruption: The Untold Story of Mount St. Helens is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Pamela Edmonds:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Eruption: The Untold Story of Mount St. Helens,
you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Scott Bush:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Eruption: The Untold Story of Mount St. Helens can make you feel
more interested to read.

Tania Hansen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Eruption: The Untold Story of Mount St.
Helens.
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