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How did the French Revolutionaries explain, justify, and understand the extraordinary violence of their
revolution? In debating this question, historians have looked to a variety of eighteenth-century sources, from
Rousseau's writings to Old Regime protest tactics. A Natural History of Revolution suggests that it is perhaps
on a different shelf of the Enlightenment library that we might find the best clues for understanding the
French Revolution: namely, in studies of the natural world. In their attempts to portray and explain the events
of the Revolution, political figures, playwrights, and journalists often turned to the book of nature:
phenomena such as hailstorms and thunderbolts found their way into festivals, plays, and political speeches
as descriptors of revolutionary activity. The particular way that revolutionaries deployed these metaphors
drew on notions derived from the natural science of the day about regeneration, purgation, and balance.

In examining a series of tropes (earthquakes, lightning, mountains, swamps, and volcanoes) that played an
important role in the public language of the Revolution, A Natural History of Revolution reveals that
understanding the use of this natural imagery is fundamental to our understanding of the Terror. Eighteenth-
century natural histories had demonstrated that in the natural world, apparent disorder could lead to a
restored equilibrium, or even regeneration. This logic drawn from the natural world offered the
revolutionaries a crucial means of explaining and justifying revolutionary transformation. If thunder could
restore balance in the atmosphere, and if volcanic eruptions could create more fertile soil, then so too could
episodes of violence and disruption in the political realm be portrayed as necessary for forging a new order
in revolutionary France.
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From reader reviews:

Vickie Hintz:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying A Natural History of
Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794 that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick A Natural
History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794 become
your own personal starter.

Alice Myers:

Beside this A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination,
1789-1794 in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information.
The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have A Natural History of Revolution:
Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794 because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book along with read it from right now!

Yvonne Tetrault:

This A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-
1794 is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the
French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794 can be the light food in your case because the information
inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life as well as knowledge.

Bonnie Wilson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and



Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French
Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794 has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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