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In classical antiquity, there was much interest in necromancy--the consultation of the dead for divination.
People could seek knowledge from the dead by sleeping on tombs, visiting oracles, and attempting to
reanimate corpses and skulls. Ranging over many of the lands in which Greek and Roman civilizations
flourished, including Egypt, from the Greek archaic period through the late Roman empire, this book is the
first comprehensive survey of the subject ever published in any language.

Daniel Ogden surveys the places, performers, and techniques of necromancy as well as the reasons for
turning to it. He investigates the cave-based sites of oracles of the dead at Heracleia Pontica and Tainaron, as
well as the oracles at the Acheron and Avernus, which probably consisted of lakeside precincts. He argues
that the Acheron oracle has been long misidentified, and considers in detail the traditions attached to each
site. Readers meet the personnel--real or imagined--of ancient necromancy: ghosts, zombies, the earliest
vampires, evocators, sorcerers, shamans, Persian magi, Chaldaeans, Egyptians, Roman emperors, and
witches from Circe to Medea. Ogden explains the technologies used to evocate or reanimate the dead and to
compel them to disgorge their secrets. He concludes by examining ancient beliefs about ghosts and their
wisdom--beliefs that underpinned and justified the practice of necromancy.

The first of its kind and filled with information, this volume will be of central importance to those interested
in the rapidly expanding, inherently fascinating, and intellectually exciting subjects of ghosts and magic in
antiquity.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Wallace:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Greek and Roman Necromancy.
All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Ann Potter:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Greek and Roman Necromancy book is readable simply by you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Greek and
Roman Necromancy content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking
Greek and Roman Necromancy is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Laura Clark:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is actually Greek and Roman Necromancy.

Tia Rosario:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book Greek and Roman Necromancy we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Greek and Roman Necromancy. You can more
inviting than now.
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