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For readers of Atul Gawande, Andrew Solomon, and Anne Lamott, a profoundly moving, exquisitely
observed memoir by a young neurosurgeon faced with a terminal cancer diagnosis who attempts to
answer the question: What makes a life worth living?

At the age of 36, on the verge of completing a decade's worth of training as a neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi
was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer. One day he was a doctor treating the dying, and the next he was a
patient struggling to live. And just like that, the future he and his wife had imagined evaporated. When
Breath Becomes Air chronicles Kalanithi's transformation from a naïve medical student "possessed", as he
wrote, "by the question of what, given that all organisms die, makes a virtuous and meaningful life" into a
neurosurgeon at Stanford working in the brain, the most critical place for human identity, and finally into a
patient and new father confronting his own mortality.

What makes life worth living in the face of death? What do you do when the future, no longer a ladder
toward your goals in life, flattens out into a perpetual present? What does it mean to have a child, to nurture a
new life as another fades away? These are some of the questions Kalanithi wrestles with in this profoundly
moving, exquisitely observed memoir.

Paul Kalanithi died in March 2015, while working on this book, yet his words live on as a guide and a gift to
us all. "I began to realize that coming face to face with my own mortality, in a sense, had changed nothing
and everything," he wrote. "Seven words from Samuel Beckett began to repeat in my head: 'I can't go on. I'll
go on.'" When Breath Becomes Air is an unforgettable, life-affirming reflection on the challenge of facing
death and on the relationship between doctor and patient, from a brilliant writer who became both.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Peters:

The book When Breath Becomes Air make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make reading a book When Breath Becomes Air to get your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like start and read a publication When Breath Becomes Air. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Alison McGowan:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want experience happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the When
Breath Becomes Air is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Richard Hennessy:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking When Breath Becomes Air that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you can pick When Breath Becomes Air become your current starter.

Thomas Carlson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be
read. When Breath Becomes Air can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those
short time problems.
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