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One of the most enduring and prolific American authors of the latter half of the twentieth century, John
Updike has long been recognized by critics for his importance as a social commentator. Yet, John Updike
and the Cold War is the first work to examine how Updike's views grew out of the defining context of
American culture in his time—the Cold War. Quentin Miller argues that because Updike's career began as
the Cold War was taking shape in the mid-1950s, the world he creates in his entire literary oeuvre—fiction,
poetry, and nonfiction prose—reflects the optimism and the anxiety of that decade.

Miller asserts that Updike's frequent use of Cold War tension as a metaphor for domestic life and as a
cultural reality that affects the psychological security of his characters reveals the inherent conflict of his
fictional world. Consequently, this conflict helps explain some of the problematic relationships and aimless
behavior of Updike's characters, as well as their struggles to attain spiritual meaning.

By examining Updike's entire career in light of the historical events that coincide with it, Miller shows how
important the early Cold War mind-set was to Updike's thinking and to the development of his fiction. The
changes in Updike's writing after the 1950s confirm the early Cold War era's influence on his ideology and
on his celebrated style. By the Cold War's end in the late 1980s, Updike's characters look back fondly to the
Eisenhower years, when their national identity seemed so easy to define in contrast to the Soviet Union. This
nostalgia begins as early as his writings in the 1960s, when the breakdown of an American consensus
disillusions Updike's characters and leaves them yearning for the less divisive 1950s.

While underscoring how essential history is to the study of literature, Miller demonstrates that Updike's
writing relies considerably on the growth of the global conflict that defined his time. Cogent and highly
readable, John Updike and the Cold War makes an important contribution to Updike scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Diego Mears:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading ability was fluently. A publication John Updike and the Cold War: Drawing the Iron
Curtain will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Sheri Reagan:

This John Updike and the Cold War: Drawing the Iron Curtain are generally reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The reason why of this John Updike and the Cold War: Drawing the Iron Curtain
can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this John Updike and the Cold War: Drawing the Iron Curtain forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Manuel Rose:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book John Updike and the Cold War: Drawing the Iron Curtain it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Gloria Castaldo:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and John Updike and the Cold War: Drawing the
Iron Curtain or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing
a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes John Updike and the Cold War: Drawing the Iron Curtain to make your spare



time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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