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Freedom of religious belief is guaranteed under the constitution of the People’s Republic of China, but the
degree to which this freedom is able to be exercised remains a highly controversial issue. Much scholarly
attention has been given to persecuted underground groups such as Falun, but one area that remains largely
unexplored is the relationship between officially registered churches and the communist government. This
study investigates the history of one such official church, Moore Memorial Church in Shanghai. This church
was founded by American Methodist missionaries. By the time of the 1949 revolution, it was the largest
Protestant church in East Asia, running seven day a week programs.

As a case study of one individual church, operating from an historical (rather than theological) perspective,
this study examines the experience of people at this church against the backdrop of the turbulent politics of
the Mao and Deng eras. It asks and seeks to answer questions such as: were the people at the church pleased
to see the foreign missionaries leave? Were people forced to sign the so-called “Christian manifesto”? Once
the church doors were closed in 1966, did worshipers go underground? Why was this particular church
especially chosen to be the first re-opened in Shanghai in 1979? What explanations are there for its
phenomenal growth since then?

A considerable proportion of the data for this study is drawn from Chinese language sources, including
interviews, personal correspondence, statistics, internal church documents and archives, many of which have
never previously been published or accessed by foreign researchers.

The main focus of this study is on the period from 1949 to 1989, a period in which the church experienced
many ups and downs, restrictions and limitations. The Mao era, in particular, remains one of the least
understood and seldom written about periods in the history of Christianity in China. This study therefore
makes a significant contribution to our evolving understanding of the delicate balancing act between
compromise, co-operation and compliance that categorizes church-state relations in modern China.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Richards:

The actual book A Protestant Church in Communist China: Moore Memorial Church Shanghai 1949-1989
(Studies in Christianity in China) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to
you. The book A Protestant Church in Communist China: Moore Memorial Church Shanghai 1949-1989
(Studies in Christianity in China) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Margaret Walker:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book A Protestant Church in Communist China: Moore Memorial
Church Shanghai 1949-1989 (Studies in Christianity in China) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks
that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Michelle Gilbert:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled A Protestant Church in Communist China: Moore Memorial Church Shanghai 1949-1989 (Studies in
Christianity in China) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become
one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The A Protestant
Church in Communist China: Moore Memorial Church Shanghai 1949-1989 (Studies in Christianity in
China) giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts
for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Alicia Cain:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This A Protestant Church in Communist
China: Moore Memorial Church Shanghai 1949-1989 (Studies in Christianity in China) is simple bringing
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the



book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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