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Physics textbooks identify Thomas Young (1773-1829) as the experimenter who first proved that light is a
wave--not a stream of corpuscles as Newton proclaimed. In any book on the eye and vision, Young is the
London physician who showed how the eye focuses and proposed the three-color theory of vision confirmed
only in 1959. In any book on ancient Egypt, Young is credited for his crucial detective work in deciphering
the Rosetta Stone. It is hard to grasp how much he knew.
Invited to contribute to a new edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica, Young offered the following subjects:
Alphabet, Annuities, Attraction, Capillary Action, Cohesion, Colour, Dew, Egypt, Eye, Focus, Friction,
Halo, Hieroglyphic, Hydraulics, Motion, Resistance, Ship, Sound, Strength, Tides, Waves, and anything of a
medical nature. He asked that all his contributions be kept anonymous.
While not yet thirty he gave a course of lectures at the Royal Institution covering virtually all of known
science. But polymathy made him unpopular in the academy. An early attack on his wave theory of light was
so scathing that English physicists buried it for nearly two decades until it was rediscovered in France. But
slowly, after his death, great scientists recognized his genius.
Today, in an age of professional specialization unimaginable in 1800, polymathy still disturbs us. Is this kind
of curiosity selfish, even irresponsible?  Here is the story of a driven yet modest hero, the last man who knew
everything.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob King:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Last Man Who Knew Everything: Thomas Young, The Anonymous Polymath Who Proved Newton Wrong,
Explained How We See, Cured the Sick, and Deciphered the Rosetta Stone, Among Other Feats of Genius.

Gary Gonzales:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Last Man Who Knew
Everything: Thomas Young, The Anonymous Polymath Who Proved Newton Wrong, Explained How We
See, Cured the Sick, and Deciphered the Rosetta Stone, Among Other Feats of Genius, you are able to enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Melissa Alfonso:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is The Last Man Who Knew Everything: Thomas Young, The Anonymous
Polymath Who Proved Newton Wrong, Explained How We See, Cured the Sick, and Deciphered the Rosetta
Stone, Among Other Feats of Genius this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Jane Mansour:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-



book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Last Man Who Knew Everything: Thomas Young, The
Anonymous Polymath Who Proved Newton Wrong, Explained How We See, Cured the Sick, and
Deciphered the Rosetta Stone, Among Other Feats of Genius can give you a lot of buddies because by you
investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We
should have The Last Man Who Knew Everything: Thomas Young, The Anonymous Polymath Who Proved
Newton Wrong, Explained How We See, Cured the Sick, and Deciphered the Rosetta Stone, Among Other
Feats of Genius.
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