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Theater music directors must draw on a remarkably broad range of musical skills. Not only do they conduct
during rehearsals and performances, but they must also be adept arrangers, choral directors, vocal coaches,
and accompanists. Like a record producer, the successful music director must have the flexibility to adjust as
needed to a multifaceted job description, one which changes with each production and often with each
performer.
In Music Direction for the Stage, veteran music director and instructor Joseph Church demystifies the job in
a book that offers aspiring and practicing music directors the practical tips and instruction they need in order
to mount a successful musical production. Church, one of Broadway's foremost music directors, emerges
from the orchestra pit to tell how the music is put into a musical show. He gives particular attention to the
music itself, explaining how a music director can best plan the task of learning, analyzing, and teaching each
new piece. Based on his years of professional experience, he offers a practical discussion of a music
director's methods of analyzing, learning, and practicing a score, thoroughly illustrated by examples from the
repertoire. The book also describes how a music director can effectively approach dramatic and
choreographic rehearsals, including key tips on cueing music to dialogue and staging, determining incidental
music and underscoring, making musical adjustments and revisions in rehearsal, and adjusting style and
tempo to performers' needs. A key theme of the book is effective collaboration with other professionals, from
the production team to the creative team to the performers themselves, all grounded in Church's real-world
experience with professional, amateur, and even student performances. He concludes with a look at music
direction as a career, offering invaluable advice on how the enterprising music director can find work and
gain standing in the field.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Music Direction for the Stage: A
View from the Podium book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Mary Marshall:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Music Direction for the Stage: A View
from the Podium is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Bonnie Boyd:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Music Direction for the Stage:
A View from the Podium is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition
to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kelsey Palermo:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Music Direction for the Stage:
A View from the Podium or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Music Direction for the Stage: A View from the Podium to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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