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When the Second Boer War erupted in South Africa in 1899, Great Britain was confident that victory would
come quickly and decisively. Instead, the war lasted for three grueling years. To achieve final victory, the
British government was forced to depend not only on its Regular Army but also on a large volunteer force.
This book spotlights Britain’s “citizen army” to show who these volunteers were, why they enlisted, how
they were trained—and how they quickly became disillusioned when they found themselves committed not
to the supposed glories of conventional battle but instead to a prolonged guerrilla war.

In Volunteers on the Veld, Stephen M. Miller focuses on the connection between Britain’s auxiliary
forces—volunteers, militia, and yeomanry—and its imperial mission during the late Victorian era, looking
especially at why the British war effort came to depend on their performance. Miller examines motivations
for enlistment, the use of citizen-soldiers in guerrilla warfare, and the effects of combat on the soldiers
themselves, weaving together the sense of national emergency, the influence of popular culture, and images
of manhood that propelled so many Britons into the ranks of volunteers.

By revisiting one of the most significant guerrilla wars of the modern age—and one of the earliest examples
of the use of modern media to promote mobilization for a foreign war—Volunteers on the Veld lends fresh
insight into British imperial warfare while suggesting unmistakable parallels between these citizen-soldiers
and today’s American volunteers in Iraq.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Dewitt:

The book Volunteers on the Veld: Britain’s Citizen-Soldiers and the South African War, 1899–1902
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Volunteers on the Veld: Britain’s
Citizen-Soldiers and the South African War, 1899–1902 (Campaigns and Commanders Series)? A few of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Volunteers on the Veld: Britain’s Citizen-Soldiers
and the South African War, 1899–1902 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) has simple shape but you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a book.
So it is very wonderful.

John Ashton:

This Volunteers on the Veld: Britain’s Citizen-Soldiers and the South African War, 1899–1902 (Campaigns
and Commanders Series) usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Volunteers on the Veld: Britain’s Citizen-Soldiers and the South African War, 1899–1902
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Volunteers on the Veld: Britain’s Citizen-Soldiers and the South
African War, 1899–1902 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Catherine Rubio:

Volunteers on the Veld: Britain’s Citizen-Soldiers and the South African War, 1899–1902 (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Volunteers on the Veld: Britain’s Citizen-
Soldiers and the South African War, 1899–1902 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) however doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
considering.



Jonathan Smith:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Volunteers on the Veld: Britain’s Citizen-Soldiers
and the South African War, 1899–1902 (Campaigns and Commanders Series). This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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