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Word enthusiasts will find trivia and treasure" (Kirkus Reviews) in this collection of unusual etymologies
authored by an unmatched prose stylist and fabulous wordsmith.

Over the centuries, thousands of our words have been so twisted, tangled, misused, and muddled that their
original meanings have been obscured. You'll be surprised to learn that table napkins were once made of and
referred to as asbestos, a cloud was once a hill, and lasagna could be

literally translated as chamberpot pasta. In The Secret Lives of Words, acclaimed author and stylist Paul West
fulfills a personal odyssey to seek out the elusive roots of these and a few hundred other of his favorite
words, from abracadabra to zoot suit. Derived from handwritten notebooks, West chronicles the tortuous
travels of words across continents and through cultures in this Antiques Road Show approach to etymology.
A delight in both form and content, West's collection will capture the attention of word enthusiasts, speakers,
writers, thinkers, and readers around the globe.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

This The Secret Lives of Words book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Secret
Lives of Words without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't become worry The Secret Lives of Words can bring any time you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone.
This The Secret Lives of Words having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Mark Cabrera:

Here thing why this specific The Secret Lives of Words are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food
or not. The Secret Lives of Words giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no book that similar with The Secret Lives of Words. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Secret Lives of
Words in e-book can be your substitute.

Nick Gulbranson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of
various ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The Secret Lives of Words, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Stephany Garcia:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is usually The
Secret Lives of Words.
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