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In 1936, an ornithologist called James Bond released the definitive taxonomy of birds found in the
Caribbean, titled Birds of the West Indies. Ian Fleming, an active bird watcher living in Jamaica,
subsequently appropriated the name for his novel's lead character. This co-opting of names was the first in a
series of substitutions that would become central to the construction of the James Bond narrative. In a
meticulous and comprehensive dissection of the Bond films, artist Taryn Simon inventoried women,
weapons and vehicles, constant elements in the films between 1962 and 2012. The contents of these
categories function as essential accessories to the narrative's myth of the seductive, powerful and invincible
western male. Maintaining the illusion the narrative relies upon--an ageless Bond, state-of-the-art weaponry,
herculean vehicles and desirable women--requires constant replacements, and a contract exists between Bond
and the viewer, which binds the narrative to that set of expectations. Continually satisfying those obligations
allowed Bond to become a ubiquitous brand, a signifier to be activated with each subsequent novel and film.
In Birds of the West Indies, Simon presents a visual database of interchangeable variables used in the
production of fantasy, through which she examines the economic and emotional value generated by their
repetition.
Taryn Simon was born in New York in 1975. She is a graduate of Brown University and a Guggenheim
Fellow. Her photographs and writing have been the subject of solo exhibitions at institutions including The
Museum of Modern Art, New York (2012), Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles (2012); Tate
Modern, London (2011); Neue Nationalgalerie, Berlin (2011); Whitney Museum of American Art, New
York (2007) and P.S.1 Contemporary Art Center, New York (2003). In 2011 her work was included in the
54th Venice Biennale.
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From reader reviews:

Karon Hall:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top checklist in your reading list is Taryn Simon: Birds of the West Indies. This book that is qualified
as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review
this guide you can get many advantages.

Jonathan Sanders:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Taryn Simon: Birds of the West Indies was colourful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Taryn Simon: Birds of the West Indies has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.

Dale Eich:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Taryn Simon: Birds of the West Indies we can have more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Taryn Simon: Birds of the
West Indies. You can more inviting than now.

James Shockley:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Taryn Simon: Birds of the
West Indies to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and
examine it. Beside that the guide Taryn Simon: Birds of the West Indies can to be your friend when you're
sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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