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An engaging and challenging introduction to Jean Genet, this concise biography of the French writer and his
work cuts directly to the intersection of thought and life that was essential to Genet's creativity. Arguing that
Genet's life was an extraordinary spectacle in which the themes of his most revolutionary works were played
out, Stephen Barber gives both the work and its singular inspiration in Genet's life their full due.

Abandoned, arrested, and repeatedly incarcerated, Genet, who died in 1986, led a life that could best be
described as a tour of the underworld of the twentieth century.

Similarly, Genet's work is recognized by its nearly obsessive and often savage treatment of certain recurring
themes. Sex, desire, death, oppression, domination-these ideas, central to Genet's artistic project, can be seen
as preoccupations that arose directly from the artist's travels, imprisonments, sexual and emotional
relationships, and political engagements and protests. This trenchant volume focuses directly on the moments
in Genet's life in which those preoccupations are vividly projected in his novels, theater works, and film
projects.

Genet's works have been hugely influential for a vast array of writers, filmmakers, choreographers, and
directors, especially at moments of social crisis; thus Genet's life is not only at the root of his own work but
also that of many important artists of the twentieth century. With its frank and illuminating introduction by
Edmund White, Jean Genet gives readers access to this brilliant and brutal mind.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Ostby:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Jean Genet (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives). Try to face the book
Jean Genet (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we
should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Laura Thompson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and important the book Jean Genet (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives). All
type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Joseph Vest:

Here thing why this Jean Genet (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) are different and trusted to be yours. First
of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. Jean Genet (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Jean Genet (Reaktion Books -
Critical Lives). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of Jean Genet (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) in e-book can be your
substitute.

David Trudeau:

This Jean Genet (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) are generally reliable for you who want to be described as
a successful person, why. The reason of this Jean Genet (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) can be among the
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with
information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Jean
Genet (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.
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