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How is history produced? How do individuals write—or rewrite—their parts while engaged in the
production of history? Michael Lynch and David Bogen take the example of the Iran-contra hearings to
explore these questions. These hearings, held in 1987 by the Joint House-Senate Select Committee on Secret
Military Assistance to Iran and the Nicaragua Opposition, provided the nation with a media spectacle and a
rare chance to see a struggle over the writing of history. There was Oliver North, prime suspect and
designated scapegoat, turning into a hero of the American Right before the very eyes of the nation. How this
transformation occurred, with the complicity of the press and the public, becomes disturbingly clear in The
Spectacle of History.
Lynch and Bogen detail the practices through which the historical agents at the center of the hearings
composed, confirmed, used, erased, and denied the historical record. They show how partisan skirmishes
over the disclosure of records and testimony led to a divided and irresolute outcome, an outcome further
facilitated by the “applied deconstruction” deployed by North and his allies. The Spectacle of History
immerses the reader in a crowded field of texts, utterances, visual displays, and media commentaries, but,
more than a case study, it develops unique insight into problems at the heart of society and social
theory—lying and credibility, the production of civic spectacle, the relationship between testimony and
history, the uses of memory, and the interplay between speech and writing.
Drawing on themes from sociology, literary theory, and ethnomethodology and challenging prevailing
concepts held by contemporary communication and cultural studies, Lynch and Bogen extract valuable
theoretical lessons from this specific and troubling historical episode.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Nicholson:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and
Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Grady Long:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings
(Post-Contemporary Interventions) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Clifford Hudgins:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
definitely The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-
Contemporary Interventions).

Francisco Garcia:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the
Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can give you a lot of buddies because by you
looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? Let me have The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings



(Post-Contemporary Interventions).
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