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“A searching, sensitive, and engagingly witty meditation.” —Lyndall Gordon
 
“What a great pleasure this gorgeous little book has given me! It should be offered everywhere indeed, and at
every museum shop on earth.”—Honor Moore
 
A fascinating meditation on art and personality, Patricia Vigderman’s exploration of Isabella Stewart
Gardner’s famous Boston museum radiates out from its subject to investigate Garnder’s legacy of luxury and
willfulness.  Isabella Gardner’s high spirits and aesthetic pleasure, her women friends and female power, her
friendships with the adventurers and aesthetes of her world, are gathered into this engrossing investigation of
patronage and passion.  Blending biography, memoir, philosophy, and detective story, The Memory Palace is
more than a tribute to the museum and the woman; it is an altogether new genre.  Vigderman’s witty and
intimate quest for her subject sets a literary precedent for the appreciation of artistic imagination.  Loosening
up the past, entering its mysteries and its memories, she reminds us that we change our lives when we begin
a relationship with art.  

Patricia Vigderman grew up in Washington, D.C., and Europe. She graduated from Vassar College, after
which a circuitous course led her through editing, translating, freelance journalism, teaching, marriage,
motherhood, divorce, a doctoral dissertation (on nineteenth-century novels as film, as history, and as
autobiography), and a lot of time in museums. Her recent writing has appeared in The Georgia Review,
Harvard Review, The Iowa Review, The Kenyon Review, Mid-American Review, Northwest Review, Raritan,
Seneca Review, and Southwest Review. She divides her year between Cambridge, Massachusetts, and
Gambier, Ohio, where she teaches in the English department at Kenyon College. She is married to the writer
Lewis Hyde.
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From reader reviews:

Verline Custer:

This The Memory Palace of Isabella Stewart Gardner book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of The Memory Palace of Isabella Stewart Gardner without we recognize teach the
one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Memory
Palace of Isabella Stewart Gardner can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Memory Palace
of Isabella Stewart Gardner having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Annie Hendricks:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick one
book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be The Memory Palace of Isabella Stewart Gardner why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Robert Wilkes:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Memory Palace of Isabella Stewart Gardner which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.

Kenneth Jordan:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Memory Palace of Isabella Stewart
Gardner to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book
and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside
that the publication The Memory Palace of Isabella Stewart Gardner can to be your friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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