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In postwar America, the path to political power for gays and lesbians led through city hall. By the late 1980s,
politicians and elected officials, who had originally sought political advantage from raiding gay bars and
carting their patrons off to jail, were pursuing gays and lesbians aggressively as a voting bloc—not least by
campaigning in those same bars. Gays had acquired power and influence. They had clout.

Tracing the gay movement's trajectory since the 1950s from the closet to the corridors of power, Queer Clout
is the first book to weave together activism and electoral politics, shifting the story from the coastal gay
meccas to the nation's great inland metropolis. Timothy Stewart-Winter challenges the traditional division
between the homophile and gay liberation movements, and stresses gay people's and African Americans'
shared focus on police harassment. He highlights the crucial role of black civil rights activists and political
leaders in offering white gays and lesbians not only a model for protest but also an opening to join an
emerging liberal coalition in city hall. The book draws on diverse oral histories and archival records
spanning half a century, including those of undercover vice and police red squad investigators, previously
unexamined interviews by midcentury social scientists studying gay life, and newly available papers of
activists, politicians, and city agencies.

As the first history of gay politics in the post-Stonewall era grounded in archival research, Queer Clout sheds
new light on the politics of race, religion, and the AIDS crisis, and it shows how big-city politics paved the
way for the gay movement's unprecedented successes under the nation's first African American president.
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From reader reviews:

Shad Broussard:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Queer Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics (Politics
and Culture in Modern America).

Elvis Quinlan:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Queer Clout:
Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics (Politics and Culture in Modern America) book because this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you know.

Agnes Figueroa:

This book untitled Queer Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics (Politics and Culture in Modern
America) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book
you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
guide from your list.

Allison Larson:

The reserve untitled Queer Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics (Politics and Culture in Modern
America) is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will
be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information
that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Queer Clout:
Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics (Politics and Culture in Modern America) from the publisher to make
you a lot more enjoy free time.
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