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Known for her beauty and angelic voice, Mercedes Santa Cruz y Montalvo, la Belle Créole, was a Cuban-
born star of nineteenth-century Parisian society. She befriended aristocrats and artists alike, including
Balzac, Baron de Rothschild, Rossini, and the opera diva La Malibran.
 
A daughter of the creole aristocracy, Mercedes led a tumultuous life, leaving her native Havana as a teenager
to join her mother in the heart of Madrid’s elite society. As Napoleon swept Spain into the Peninsular War,
Mercedes’ family remained at the center of the storm, and her marriage to French general Christophe-
Antoine Merlin tied her fortunes to France. Arriving in Paris in the aftermath of the French defeat, she re-
created her life, ultimately hosting the city’s premier musical salon. Acknowledged as one of the greatest
amateur sopranos of her day, she nurtured artistic careers and daringly paved the way for well-born singers
to publicly perform in lavish philanthropic concerts. Beyond her musical renown, Mercedes achieved fame
as a writer. Her memoirs and travel writings introduced European audiences to nineteenth-century Cuban
society and contributed to the debate over slavery. Scholars still quote her descriptions of Havana life and
recognize her as Cuba’s earliest female author.
 
Mercedes epitomized an unusually modern life, straddling cultures and celebrated on both sides of the
Atlantic. Her memoirs, travel writings, and very personal correspondence serve as the basis for this first-ever
English-language biography of the passionate and adventuresome Belle Créole.
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From reader reviews:

Tameika Ahmed:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book La Belle Créole:
The Cuban Countess Who Captivated Havana, Madrid, and Paris. All type of book would you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Judith Bowman:

The experience that you get from La Belle Créole: The Cuban Countess Who Captivated Havana, Madrid,
and Paris is a more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested
in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but La Belle Créole: The Cuban Countess
Who Captivated Havana, Madrid, and Paris giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this reserve
is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you
for having this particular La Belle Créole: The Cuban Countess Who Captivated Havana, Madrid, and Paris
instantly.

Nolan Russell:

This La Belle Créole: The Cuban Countess Who Captivated Havana, Madrid, and Paris is great publication
for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can say
no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having La Belle Créole: The Cuban Countess Who Captivated Havana, Madrid, and Paris in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you
world in ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

William Lebel:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book La Belle Créole: The Cuban Countess Who Captivated
Havana, Madrid, and Paris was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book La Belle
Créole: The Cuban Countess Who Captivated Havana, Madrid, and Paris has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and



unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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